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Churches began after the Reforma-
tion by a kind of cellular process
in which new Churches split off
from older bodies. In the 16th
century the Baptists, in the 17th
the Congregationalists, and in the
18th the Methodists broke away
from the Church of England. In
1843 the Free Church of Scotland
separated from the Established
Church of Scotland. During the
19th century the tendency was
reversed, the prospective reunion
of the separated Churches coming
under discussion; but it was not
until the 20th century that effec-
tive steps were taken. In 1900 the
Free Church and the United Pres-
byterian Churches combined to
form the United Free Church of
Scotland. The process "was quick-
ened by the First Great War, when
the non-Roman Churches began to
draw together. Anglicans and
Orthodox (Eastern) bishops met
at the Lambeth Conference of 1920
and an appeal for religious unity
was issued. The first great inter-
national Church conference took
place at Stockholm (1925), pro-
moted by Archbishop Soderblom
of Sweden and Bishop Brent of the
U.S.A. This was followed by other
conferences at Lausanne (1927),
Oxford, and Edinburgh (1937), In
1948 the first world council of
Churches was constituted at Am-
sterdam. In the meantime practi-
cal steps for effective reunion had
been taken ; in China the Presby-
terians and Congregationalists be-
came the United Church of Christ
(1921): in Africa the Church of
Scotland, the United Free Church
of Scotland, and the Dutch Re-
formed Church united to form
the Church of Central Africa
(1924); in Canada the Methodists,
Presbyterian, and Congregational
Churches became the United
Church (1925); the reunion of the
Established Church and the United
Free Church of Scotland in 1929
healed the schism of 1843 ; in Eng-
land the Wesleyan, Primitive, and
United Methodists united to form
one Church (1932); in S. India the
Presbyterians and Congregational-
ists, who had united in 1908, joined
the Wesleyans and Anglicans to
form the South India United
Church (1947). In the U.S.A.
after discussions lasting for over
50 years, the Methodists united
in 1940 to form the largest Protes-
tant community in the country
(8,000,000), and the United Breth-
ren and Episcopal Church united
in 1946. Discussions have taken
place there between the Protestant
Episcopal Church and the Presby-
terians ; in Canada similar discus-

sions have gone on between the
Church of England and the United
Church of Canada ; and in Australia
the Church of England has negoti-
ated with the Congregationalists,
Methodists, and Presbyterians.
Consult The Church of England
and the Free Churches, G. K. A.
BeU and W. L. Robertson, 1925 ;
Union of Christendom, B. K. Mac-
kenzie, 1938 ; Christian Reunion,
Hugh Martin (1941); Towards the
United Church 1913-1947, W. J.
Noble and others, 1947 ; Christian
Unity, G, K. A. Bell, 1948.

Reunion, ILE DE LA. Island of
the Indian Ocean, formerly a
colony, from 1947 an overseas
dept., of France. It lies about
420 m. E. of Madagascar; area
970 sq. m. The surface is moun-
' tainous, and the island, of volcanic
origin, is crowned by the extinct
volcano, the Piton des Neiges.
10,070 ft. It is well watered, and
has a fairly healthy climate. Sugar
planting is the chief agricultural
activity, other products including
coffee, tea, tobacco, rubber, vanilla,
cloves, manioc, rice, tapioca, and
maize. Rum is manufactured in
large quantities. A rly., built in
. 1887, serves the chief centres. Pop.
(1954) 274,370. The capital is St.
.Denis (pop. 41,863), other towns
being St. Paul (28.681), St. Louis
(25,220), and St. Pierre (27,573).
The dept. is under a prelect and
an elected general council. In
Paris Reunion is represented by
three deputies in the national
assembly, two senators in the
council of the republic, and one
delegate to the assembly of the
French Union.

Discovered by the Portuguese
Pedro de Mascarenhas, 1513, it was
taken over by a French explorer in
1638; annexed by Louis XIII,
1642, it was renamed Bourbon
1649. From 1810 to 1815 in English
hands, it was renamed Reunion
when restored to France.

Re us. City of Spain, in the
prov. of Tarragona. It is 10 m.
by rly.W.of Tarragona, and 4 m. N.
of Salou, its port on the Mediter-
ranean. It is the most important
commercial and industrial town in
the province. It has an art acad-
emy, and handsome public build-
ings. The prosperity of the town
dates from 1750, when an English
colony here founded a trade in
cottons, leather, wine, etc. It
manufactures also hats, silk, soap,
and linen, and exports flour, fruit,
and brandy. Pop. (1950) 35,950.

Reuss. River of central Swit-
zerland, a tributary of the Aar, It
rises on the N. slope of Mt. St.
Gotthard, in canton Uri, and, flow-

ing past Andermatt and Amsteg,
enters the lake of Lucerne near
Fliielen. Leaving it by th^ town
of Lucerne, it flows through Aargau
to unite with the Aar near Win-
disch after a course of about 90 m.
See Aar; Rhine.
Keuss. Name of two former
German principalities in Thuringia.
In the Middle Ages this tract of
land in centra) Germany came
under the rule of a line of counts
who were vassals of the emperor.
One of them was known as cler
Russe (the Russian), and this be-
came the name of his country. The
two sections, each ruled by a
prince, became known as Reuss-
Greiz and Reuss-Schleiz-Gera. In
1918 their combined area was 441
sq. m., and their pop. 221,500.
The reigning family had the curi-
ous custom of naming each male
member Henry, the latest heir to
the throne being a well-known
theatrical director, and ranking as
Henry XLV. In 1920 the states
of Reuss united with the other
Thuringian states in the free state
of Thuringia (q.v.).
Renter, GAERIELE (1859-1941).
German novelist. Born Feb. 8,
1859, at Alexandria, Egypt, where
her father was in business, she re-
turned to Germany on his death,
1872, and eventually settled in
Berlin. She had been writing
fairly successful novels, 1876-94,
when she produced a remarkable
study of the feminine mind in Aus
guter Familie, 1895. This achieved
considerable success and was fol-
lowed by Liselotte von Reckling
(1904), Benedikta (1923), Irmgard
und ihr Briidcr (1930), and others.
She died at Weimar in 1941. Pron.
Roiter.
Renter, LTJDWIG VON (1869-
1943). German sailor. Born Feb.
9, 1869, he entered the navy in
1885, commanding a cruiser squad-
ron early in the First Great War.
Rear-admiral at the time of the
armistice, 1918, he was appointed
commander of the fleet to be sur-
rendered to the Allies. On Nov. 21,
flying his flag in the battleship
Friedrich der Grosse, he delivered
up the German fleet to Beatty and
took it to Scapa Flow. There on
June 21, 1919, Renter ordered the
ships to be scuttled, his defence
being that he believed the armis-
tice had terminated. He published
Scapa Flow in 1928. His death was
announced Dec. 22, 1943.
Reuters. British news agen-
cy. It was founded by Julius
Reuter (1816-1899), a bank clerk
in Cassel who in 1849 began a
pigeon post service to carry the
closing prices of the Paris Bourse